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Hu m an Right s II I : Contem por ary I ss ues in Hum an Right s
HMRT 20300/30300 (= INRE 57900, ISHU 28900/38900, LAWS 57900, LLSO 27200,
PATH 46500)

This courseuses an interdisciplinary approach to analyze theapplication of international
human rightsto domestic and international issues. Wepresent several speci fic casestudiesasa
means to explorethe interrelationship of human rights instruments and agencies, principles such
asuniversalism v. cultural relativism, and theroleof NGOs, film and other media in advocacy
efforts. Topicsthis fall wi ll include theprohibition on torture at homeand abroad, womenÕs
rights as human rights, cultural relativism vs. universalism, and theright to health. Students will
haveamid-term paper which will lead to their final paper on atopic of their choosing. S. Gzesh.
Autumn.

Ac c ountabi l i t y f or Hum an Right s Vio la t io ns
HMRT 22100/32100

This courseexaminesapproachestaken by countriesand theinternational community in
dealing wi th past violations of human rights, and the process by which formerly repressive States
transform themselvesinto societiesbased on democracy and theruleof law. It examines the
various meansof establishing accountabi lity including truth, reconciliation and historical
commissions: national, international and hybrid prosecutions of perpetratorsof human rights
abuse; reparation for victims of human rights and humanitarian law violations; "lustration" laws
and institutional reforms. It also considerstheobstacles to this process including poli tical
instabil ity, amnesty laws, and thelack of engagement by the international community. While all
thesemechanismspertain to violationsof civil and poli tical rights, thecourse wi ll explorethe
possibi lity of accountabil ity processesfor violations of economic, social and cultural rights. B.
Akinrinade. Autumn.

Work er Rig ht s in t he Glob al Ec onom y
HMRT 27100/37100 

Ben Davis, Di rector of theAFL-CIO Sol idari ty Center in Mexico City, wi ll be aVisiting
Lecturer in Human Rights. The course is open to College, graduate, and professional students
and should beof interest to anyonestudying labor issues, globalization, and related topics.  The
course wi ll usea multi-disciplinary approach to analyze theimpact of changes in the global
economy over thepast three decades on workersÕrights, working conditions, and living
standards, and to evaluatestrategies adopted by worker organizationsand advocates in response



to thesechanges. The first threeweeks discuss structural changes in the global economy. The
next four weeks cover worker responses, including linking worker rights to tradeagreements,
corporate social responsibili ty, transnational legal strategies and corporatecampaigns. Two
weekswil l bedevoted to acase study of worker rights in Mexico and theUnited States. There
wi ll bean in-classmidterm and a final paper. B. Davis, Visiting faculty. Autumn.

Winter Quart er 2008

Hu m an Right s II : H ist or y and Theory
HMRT 20200/30200 (= HIST 29302/39302, ISHU 28800/38800, INRE 39400, LAWS 41301)

This course is concerned with thetheory and thehistorical evolution of the modern human rights
regime. It discusses theemergenceof a modern "human rights" culture as aproduct of theformation and
expansion of the system of nation-states and the concurrent riseof value-driven social mobi lizations. It
juxtaposes these Western origins with competing non-Western systems of thought and practices on
rights. Thecourse proceedsto discusshuman rightsin two prevai ling modali ties. First, i t explores rights
asprotection of the body and personhood and themodern, Western notion of individualism entai led
therein. Second, it inquiresinto rightsasthey affect groups (such as ethnici ties, and potential ly,
transnational corporations) or states. W. Novak. Winter.

Hu m an Right s in Af ric a
HMRT 22200/32200 (= CRPC 20301)

This courseexaminesthestateand practiceof human rightsin Africa. It reviews effortsaimed at
thepromotion and protection of human rights on the continent, in thecontext of colonialism, apartheid
and theauthoritarianism of the post-colonial African State. It aims to develop awareness of thevarying
context of human rights violations in Africa, as well as efforts to promotehuman rights. Topics to be
covered include human rights and armed confl ict in Africa; the roleof theAfrican Charter on Human
and Peoples' Rights; human rights and democracy; thenew NEPAD ini tiative and prospectsfor greater
human rightsprotection; economic, social and cultural rightsand cultural challenges to human rightsin
Africa; human rightsof women, children and other vulnerable groups. This coursewill si tuateAfrica in
the international human rights movement and enhanceunderstanding of human rights laws, policiesand
practices. B. Akinrinade. Winter.

Hu m an Right s in Mex ic o
HMRT 24501/34501 (= LACS 24501/34501, HIST 29408/39408)

This coursewill examinehuman rightsin Mexico from theearly 20th century to the present. It
begins wi th the notion of rights created in thepost-revolutionary Constitution of 1917, through the
consol idation of the relationship between theindividual , sectors of society, and thestate in theCardenas
period. The coursewill examinetherole of Mexico in theformation of international and regional human
rights agreementsaswel l as MexicoÕsroleas acountry of refuge for political exi les. The second hal f of
thecoursewil l focus on two contemporary casestudies. In theareaof civil and poli tical rights, it wil l
examinethe 1968 massacre of students in Mexico City. In theareaof economic, social, and cultural
rights, it wi ll examine either agrarian reform and right to land in west-central Mexico or thesituation of
indigenous peoples in southern Mexico. A reading knowledgeof Spanish and at least one courseon
Latin American history or culture arerequired. S. Gzesh. Winter.

Does Hum an Right s Need God?
HMRT 21400, Undergraduates only.



This coursewill introducestudentsto thecomplex relationship between religion and
human rights. Wewill use thetitlequestion to delve into theways that rel igion and human rights
intersect at both theoretical and practical levels. First, wewil l explorethe theoretical level ,
asking why webelievethereare inal ienablehuman rightsand whether thebel ief in an
unassai labledigni ty inherent in all human persons dependsupon particular religiousbeliefsand
commitments. In thesecond half of thecoursewewil l turn from thetheoretical level to more
practical matters. We wi ll exploreways that particular rel igious doctrines and institutions have
fostered or hindered rightsmovements, wi th particular attention to issues of racial and gender
equali ty in theUnited Statesand elsewhere. In this section wewill use both primary and
secondary texts to reveal di fferent waysthat individuals draw on religious sources of authori ty to
either chal lenge or maintain social and poli tical power structures. B. Barnett. Winter.

Spring Qu art er 200 8

Hu m an Right s 1: Phi los ophic a l Foundat ions of Hum an Right s
HMRT 20100/30100 (= ISHU 28700/38700, HIST 29300/39300, INRE 31600, LAWS41200,
MAPH 40000, PHIL 21600/31600)

Thecourseaims to help us think phi losophically (careful ly, precisely and somewhat abstractly)
about human rights. We wi ll ask whether human rights has or needsphi losophical foundations, what we
need such foundations for, and wherethey might befound. WeÕll also ask somequestions that tend to
generatethe search for phi losophical foundations Are human rights universal or merely the product of
particular cultures? What kinds of rights (poli tical, cultural, economic, negative, positive) arehuman
rights?Can therebe human rights wi thout human duties? Without universal enforcement? Do therights
weenshrineas human mark only someof us (e.g. men) as human? Visiting faculty. Spring.

Stat e Col lapse and St ate Rec ons t ruc t ion
HMRT 22230/32230

This courseexaminesthephenomenon of Statefai lureand State collapse. It also studies the
prospects for State reconstruction in cases that have wi tnessed the total implosion of internal governance
processes. It considers the causes and consequencesof Statecollapse and related issuesof anarchy, civil
war and theemergenceof strong non-Stateactors that challengethe state monopoly of violence. It also
examines thepossibil ity of predicting/anticipating col lapsein particular countries and what could be
doneto prevent statefai lure. In addition, thecourse looks at prospects for rebuilding acollapsed State,
and thevarious state-building modelsthat predominate in the l iterature. Thecourse wi ll focuson
contemporary casesof statefailure and col lapse, including Afghanistan, Somalia, SierraLeone, and
Colombia. B. Akinrinade. Spring.

Hu m an Right s : Al ien and Ci t izen
HMRT 24701/34701 (= LACS 25303/35303, LAWS 62401)

Thebasic notion of international human rights is that rightsare inherent in the identi ty of human
beings, regardlessof their citizenship, nationality or immigration status. This coursewill address how
international human rights doctrines, conventions, and mechanisms can be used to understand the
si tuation of theÒalienÓ(or foreigner) who hasleft hisor her country of origin to work, seek safe haven,
or simply reside in another country. How nativeor resident populationsand governments respond to
new arrivalshasvaried tremendously in the past and present. In somesituations, humanitarian impulses
or pol itical interests havedictated a warm welcomeand full acceptanceinto thenational community. In
other cases, alien populations havebecome targets of suspicion and repression. In someextreme cases,
states have Òdenational izedÓresident populations who previously enjoyed national citizenship. S. Gzesh.



Spring.

War and Populat ion Dis p lac em ent in Tw ent ie t h-Centur y Europe
HMRT 23800
Undergraduates Only.

In this course, wewill study thehistory of forced migration in twentieth-century Europe.
Wewill focus on how particular historical criseshavelead to thedevelopment of human rights
protections for refugees. TheseincludeRussian and Armenian refugeesfrom World War I,
refugees from Nazi Germany and the problem of displaced personsÓfollowing World War II.
What were thesecrises and how havethey shaped theway wedefinethe rights and status of
refugees? Furthermore, how have theseconceptsbeen adapted over timeto theparticular
challenges of decolonization, theCold War and theproblems of forced migration that faceus
today? For each of these cases, wewill read materialswritten by refugees and forced migrants.
How did they make sense of thei r displacement? Can we speak of acommon Òrefugee
experienceÓor arethe experiencesof various uprooted peoples too distinct to offer meaningful
comparison? A. P. Janco. Spring.

Env ir onm enta l J us t ic e, Hum an Right s, and Agr ic u l t ure
HMRT 25501 (= ENST 25501)

In recent years, protecting people'senvironmental rights has been acknowledged as
crucial to protecting their human rights. Thiscourse wi ll examineenvi ronmental rights in the
context of farming and food, focusing on theU.S. and Mexico. After introducing the concept of
environmental justiceas auseful analytical framewithin which to consider environmental rights,
wewil l discuss the impacts of industrialized agricultureon local communi ties, environments,
and individuals. In particular, wewill explore thepol lution generated by farms, feedlots, and
food delivery in the U.S. and theeffects of pesticide exposureon farmworker heal th, as well the
lack of adequatehousing and control over thei r working conditions for migrant farmworkers. We
wi ll also investigatethe increasing inabil ity of local peoplesin theU.S. and Mexico to grow or
purchasefoods wi th traditional signi ficancein thei r cultures, which leads to poorer nutrition,
higher incidenceof diseasessuch asdiabetes, and loss of cultural knowledge; and thelack of
access to fresh produceand other nutri tious foods among many peopleof color and other
residents of underprivileged neighborhoodsin U.S. ci ties. Finally, wewil l evaluateanumber of
possiblesolutionsto theseinjustices, including local food securi ty movementsand urban
communi ty gardens, food pol icy councils, organic agricul ture, fair trademovements, and
governmental pol icies. D. Aftandi lian. Spring.

Cross-Listed Courses:

US Wom en' s Hist or y
HMRT 21800 (= HIST 17903)

This courseexplores thehistory of women in themodern Uni ted States and i ts meaning
for theworld of both sexes. Rather than studying women in isolation, i t focuses on changing
gender relationsand ideologies, on the social , cultural, and political forcesshaping women's
lives, and on theimplicationsof race, ethnic, and classdi fferences among women. Topics
include thestrugglefor women'srights; slavery and emancipation; the politics of sexual ity; 
work; consumer cul ture; and the riseof the welfare state. A. Stanley. Spring.


