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Autumn Quarter 2007

Human Rights Ill: Contemporary Issues in Human Rights
HMRT 20300/30300 (= INRE 57900, ISHU 28900/38900, LAWS 57900, LLSO 27200,
PATH 46500)

This course uses an interdisci plinary approach to analyze the applicati on of internati ona
human rightsto domesti c and i nternational issues. We present several specific case studiesasa
means to explore the interre ati onship of human rights instruments and agencies, principles such
asuniversaism v. culturd relativism, and the role of NGOs, film and other mediain advocacy
efforts. Topicsthis fal will include the prohibition on torture at home and abroad, women(3
i ghts as human rights, cultura relativism vs. universalism, and theright to heath. Students will
have a mid-term paper which will lead to their final paper on atopic of their choosing. S Gzesh.
Autumn.

Accountability for Human Rights Violations

HMRT 22100/32100

This course examines approachestaken by countriesand the i nternational community in
dedling with past violations of human rights, and the process by which formerly repressive Sates
transform themselvesinto societies based on democracy and the rule of law. It examines the
various means of egtabli shing accountability including truth, reconciliation and histori cal
commissions nationd, internationa and hybrid prosecutions of perpetratorsof human rights
abuse; reparation for victims of human rights and humanitarian law viol aions "lustration” laws
and institutiona reforms It aso considersthe obstacles to this process incl uding politica
instability, amnesty laws, and the lack of engagement by the internationa community. While al
these mechani ams pertain to viol ationsof civil and politica rights, the course will explorethe
possibility of accountability processesfor violations of economic, socid and culturd rights. B.
Akinrinade. Autumn.

Worker Rights in the Global Economy
HMRT 27100/37100

Ben Davis, Director of the AFL-CIO Solidarity Center in Mexico City, will be aVisiting
Lecturer in Human Rights. The courseis open to College, graduate, and profess ond students
and shoul d be of interest to anyone studying labor i ssues, globalization, and rel ated topics The
course will use a multi-disciplinary approach to analyze theimpact of changes in the globa
economy over the pag three decades on workersOri ghts, working conditions, and living
dandards, and to evauate strategi es adopted by worker organizati ons and advocates in response



to these changes. The first three weeks discuss gructural changes in the globa economy. The
next four weeks cover worker responses including linki ng worker rights to trade agreements,
corporate socia respong bility, transnational lega strategi es and corporate campaigns. Two
weekswill be devoted to acase gudy of worker rights in Mexico and the United States There
will bean in-classmidterm and a find paper. B. Davis, Visiting faculty. Autumn.

Winter Quarter 2008

Human Rights Il: History and Theory

HMRT 20200/30200 (= HIST 29302/39302, ISHU 28800/38800, INRE 39400, LAWS 41301)
This course is concerned with the theory and the historica evolution of the modern human rights

regime. It discusses the emergence of a modern "human rights' culture as a product of the formation and
expansion of the system of nation-states and the concurrent rise of value-driven social mobilizations It
juxtaposes these Western origins with competing non-Wegern sysems of thought and practices on
rights. The course proceedsto discuss human rightsin two prevailing moddities. First, it expl ores rights
asprotection of the body and personhood and the modern, Western notion of individualism entailed
therein. Second, it inquiresinto rightsasthey affect groups (such as ethnicities, and potentidly,
transnati ond corporati ons) or states. W. Novak. Winter.

Human Rights in Africa
HMRT 22200/32200 (= CRPC 20301)

This course examinesthe state and practi ce of human rightsin Africa It reviews effortsaimed a
the promotion and protection of human rights on the conti nent, i n the context of colonidism, agpartheid
and the authoritarianism of the pog-colonid African State. It aims to develop awareness of the varying
context of human rights violations in Africa, as wdl as efforts to promote human rights. Topics to be
covered i nclude human rights and armed conflict in Africa; the role of the African Charter on Human
and Peoples' Rights; human rights and democracy; the new NEPAD initiative and prospectsfor greater
human rights protection; economic, social and cultural rightsand cultura chalenges to human rightsin
Africa; human rights of women, children and other vulnerable groups. This course will Stuate Africain
theinternational human rights movement and enhance understanding of human rights laws, policiesand
practi ces. B. Akinrinade. Winter.

Human Rights in Mexico

HMRT 24501/34501 (= LACS 24501/34501, HIST 29408/39408)

This course will examine human rightsin Mexico from the early 20th century to the present. It
begins with the notion of rights created i n the post-revoluti onary Constitution of 1917, through the
consol idation of the relationship between the individud, sectors of society, and the state in the Cardenas
period. The course will examine the role of Mexico in the formation of internationa and regional human
nn ghts agreementsaswell as Mexico@rol e as acountry of refuge for political exiles. The second haf of
the course will focus on two contemporary case studies. In the areaof civil and politica rights, it will
examine the 1968 massacre of sudents in Mexico City. In the areaof economic, social, and cultural
rights, it will examine either agrarian reform and right to land in west-central Mexico or the situati on of
indigenous peopl es in southern Mexico. A reading knowl edge of Spanish and at | east one course on
Latin American history or culture are required. S. Gzesh. Winter.

Does Human Rights Need God?
HMRT 21400, Undergraduates only.



This course will introduce studentsto the complex relationship between religion and
human rights Wewill use thetitl e question to del ve into the ways that religion and human rights
intersect a both theoretica and practica levels First, we will explore the theoreticd levd,
asking why we believe there are ind ienable human rightsand whether the belief in an
unassai labl e dignity inherent in al human persons depends upon particular religi ous beliefsand
commitments. In the second half of the course we will turn from the theoretical level to more
practical matters. We will explore ways that particul ar religious doctrines and i ngitutions have
fostered or hindered rights movements, with particul ar attention to i ssues of raciad and gender
equdity in the United Satesand esewhere. In this section we will use both primary and
secondary texts to revead different waysthat i ndividuals draw on religious sources of authority to
either chalenge or maintain socia and political power structures. B. Barnett. Winter.

Spring Quarter 2008

Human Rights 1: Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights
HMRT 20100/30100 (= ISHU 28700/38700, HIST 29300/39300, INRE 31600, LAWS41200,
MAPH 40000, PHIL 21600/31600)

The course aims to help us think philosophically (carefully, precisey and somewhat abgractly)
about human rights. We will ask whether human rights has or needs philosophical foundations, what we
need such foundations for, and where they might be found. We@ adso ask some questions that tend to
generate the search for philosophical foundations Are human rights universal or merely the product of
particular cultures? What kinds of rights (political, cultural, economic, negative, positive) are human
ri ghts? Can there be human rights without human duties? Without universa enforcement? Do the rights
we enghrine as human mark only some of us (e.g. men) as human? Visiting faculty. Spring.

State Collapse and State Reconstruction
HMRT 22230/32230

This course examinesthe phenomenon of State failure and State coll gpse. It also sudies the
prospects for State reconstruction in cases that have witnessed the total implosion of internal governance
processes It considers the causes and consequencesof State collapse and rdl ated issues of anarchy, civil
war and the emergence of strong non-State actors that challenge the sate monopoly of violence. It also
examines the possibility of predicting/anticipating collapse in parti cular countries and what could be
doneto prevent state failure. In addition, the course looks at prospects for rebuil ding a collapsed Sate,
and the various g ate-building model sthat predominate in the literature. The course will focuson
contemporary casesof state failure and collgpse, i ncludi ng Afghanistan, Somalia, S erralL eone, and
Colombia. B. Akinrinade. Spring.

Human Rights: Alien and Citizen
HMRT 24701/34701 (= LACS 25303/35303, LAWS 62401)

The basic notion of international human rights is that rightsare inherent i n the i dentity of human
beings, regardl essof ther citizenship, nationality or immigration status. T his course will address how
international human rights doctrines, conventions, and mechanisms can be used to understand the
g tuati on of the GlienO(or foreigner) who hasl eft hisor her country of origin to work, seek safe haven,
or simply reside in another country. How native or res dent popul ati ons and governments respond to
new arriva shasvaried tremendoudy in the past and present. In some situati ons, humanitarian impul ses
or political interests have dictated a warm welcome and full acceptanceinto the national community. In
other cases, alien populations have become targets of suspicion and represson. In some extreme cases,
dates have Qlenationa izedOresident populations who previously enjoyed nationa citizenship. S. Gzesh.



Soring.

War and Population Displacement in Twentieth-Century Europe
HMRT 23800
Undergraduates Only.

In this course, we will gudy the higory of forced migration in twentieth-century Europe.
Wewill focus on how particular higorical criseshave lead to the development of human rights
protections for refugees T hese include Russian and Armenian refugeesfrom World War 1,
refugees from Nazi Germany and the problem of displaced personsOfollowing World War 1.
What were these crises and how have they shaped the way we define the rights and status of
refugees? Furthermore, how have these concepts been adapted over timeto the particul ar
challenges of decolonization, the Cold War and the probl ems of forced migration that face us
today? For each of these cases, we will read materia swritten by refugees and forced migrants.
How did they make sense of their displacement? Can we speak of acommon Qefugee
experienceOor are the experiencesof various uprooted peoples too diginct to offer meani ngful
comparison? A. P. Janco. Spring.

Environmental Justice, Human Rights, and Agriculture
HMRT 25501 (= ENST 25501)

In recent years, protecting people'senvironmentd rights has been acknowledged as
crucial to protecting their human rights. Thiscourse will exami ne environmentd rightsin the
context of farming and food, focusing on the U.S. and Mexico. After introducing the concept of
environmentd justice as auseful and ytica frame within which to consider environmenta rights,
we will discuss the impacts of industrialized agri culture on local communities environments,
and individuds. In particular, we will explore the pol lution generated by farms, feedl ots, and
food delivery in the U.S. and the effects of pesticide exposure on farmworker hed th, as wdl the
lack of adeguate housing and control over their working conditions for migrant farmworkers We
will a 20 investigate the increasing inability of loca peoplesin the U.S. and Mexico to grow or
purchase foods with traditional significancein their cultures, which leads to poorer nutrition,
higher incidence of diseases such asdiabetes, and loss of cultural knowledge; and thelack of
access to fresh produce and other nutritious foods among many peopl e of col or and other
res dents of underprivileged neighborhoodsin U.S. cities. Finally, we will evaluate anumber of
possibl e solutionsto these i njustices, i ncluding local food security movementsand urban
community gardens food policy councils, organic agriculture, fair trade movements and
governmenta policies. D. Aftandilian. Soring.

Cross-Listed Courses:

US Women's History
HMRT 21800 (= HIST 17903)

This course expl ores the higory of women in the modern United States and its meaning
for the world of both sexes Rather than studying women in isolation, it focuses on changing
gender re ationsand ideol ogies, on the socid, cultura, and political forces shaping women's
lives, and on the implications of race, ethnic, and cl assdifferences among women. Topics
include the struggl e for women'srights; slavery and emanci pati on; the politics of sexudity;
work; consumer culture; and the rise of the welfare gate. A. Stanley. Sporing.



