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Susan Bird has been an international human rights worker for 10 years. Her experience includes working 

with Oxfam America as the Director of the Office for Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean based 

in El Salvador, where she directed human rights and development programming in 6 countries. She has 

also worked with Save the Children in Mexico. Susan holds a masters degree from the School for Inter-

national Training and is currently working on a second masters at the University of Chicago.  
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The prize honors the memory of Ignacio Martín-Baró, a Jesuit priest from El 
Salvador who earned a Ph.D. in Social Psychology at the University of  
Chicago.  Martin-Baró taught at the Universidad de Centro America in El 
Salvador and was a leading scholar on social justice and human rights. In 
1989, Martín-Baró and seven others were assassinated by the Salvadoran 
Army for their commitment to El Salvador’s dispossessed. In 2008, the Cen-
ter for Justice and Accountability filed suit on behalf of Martín-Baró’s  
family in Spain to bring the Jesuits’ killers to justice.  


